Don't colfect plamts from the wild

Buy nursery propagated plant matena)l

Help prevent establishment of non-native spacies
ify natural COmmuUnnes

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HNATIVE PLANTS
Deparimaent of Conservation and Recreation
Dinsion of Matural Heritage

203 Gowernar Strest

Richmond, WA 23219

{BDd) TBG-TI5T

Fitp: /s stale, va, us/ ~dorvaher html

For a list of nurseres thal propagate native plants:
Virginia Nathve Plant Society

PO Box B44

Anmandals, V& 22003

(B0} BEE-BETD

vnpscoll @ shanbel mel

hitp: /e hort vl adu/VMNPS

For a list of nursenes ima particular region of Virgenia contact
Thi Virginia Murseryman's Association®

383 Coal Hollow Road

Chnshansburg, VA 24062-0278

{540} 382-0943

W S, el

* List includes associabon members anly

ABOUT THE PROJECT

This project is the result of a collaboration between the
Virgine Department of Conservation and Recreation and the
Virginka Mathee Plant Society and was made possible by a
grant from the Maticnal Fish and Wildlife Foundation. Funds
werg alse contributed by the Virginia Murserymen's
Association, the Virginia Chapter of the American Society of
Landscape Architects and the Lewis Ginter Bolanical Garden
In addibion 1o those three organizations, the sponsors extend
thair considerable appreciation to the oiher collaborators who
provided valuable advice and assistance throughout the lile of
1he project

The Mature Conservancy—Wirginia Chapter

Wirginka Polyiechnic Institule and State University, Depariment
o Horbsulturs

Virginea Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
Virginia Department of Forestry

Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries

Virginia Depariment of Transporiation

Project participants share & commitment to protect native
plant habitals, especially those that support rare, threatened,
or endangered species. The use of native plant species —
espocially plants propagated from kocal populations—in tand
management, conservation, restoration and horticultural pro-
jects will haebp maintain the ecological integrity of natural areas

and prissendd natne Dodiversity,
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OUR NATURAL HERITAGE

Mative wildiowers, shfibe and trees are natural heidooms,
handed down to us from a time bedore recorded history. Using
native plants in even the smallest garden can create miniature
landscapes possessing the charm and character unique ta a
region's natural history. With some simple changes, our tradi-
lienal lawns and gardens can expand 10 include these local
heirlooms, providing us with beauty, sclace and conversation,
as well as contributing to the conservaton ol native species,

Indeed, landscaping with native plants, whether in a private
garden, on commercial property or in public parks, will help to
présorve species, Nalural habitats for some of our native
plants are rapidly being lost. But there are other reasons for
planting native wildflowers, grasses, ferns, shrubs and {rees:
They can match the finest cultivated plants in beauty and may
surpass them in ruggedness and resistance o insscls and
dispases.

WHAT ARE NATIVES?

Native species are those that occur in the region in which they
have evolved. Planis and animals evolve in specilic habdats
over extended periods of time in response to physical and
biolic processes thal are characteristic of that place: the cli-
male; the soils; the seasonal raintall, drought and frost; and
interactiaons with other species occupying those habitats, They
thus possess certaln fraits that make them uniguehy adapied
o local conditions.

In North America, plants are considered 1o ba native if they
octurmed here prior o European setlement. This distinction is
made because of the many changes in the flora that have
occurred since the arrival of Europeans. Since then many
more plants have been introduced 1o Morth Amenca from dis-
tant and exotic shares, both deliberately and accidentally

But alien species do nal anly come from distam countries.
They may be infroduced from a different region of the samae
cowntry. For instance, a species native 1o the forests of the
west coast of Morth Amernica would be considersd alen i
found on the East Coast where if was not a constituent of the
regional flora.

NATIVES V5. ALIENS

While many alien plants are beneficial and have lithe or no
eflact on the natural envirenment, a few invasive alien species
pose sorous threats to both natural communities and rare
species. Due to a lack of natural controls ke insect pests and
competitors, some alen plants are able to escape our gar-
oens, establish in a new area, then displace the native plani
specses growing there. What was a finely woven and diverse
natural community may become a monoculture dominated by
the imvasive alien plant. Along with the displacemeant of native
plant species from these natural habitats comes the loss of
many flying, crawling and bumowing creatures that relied on
these plants for food, cover and shelier,

In contrast to imasive alien species, other non-native plants
are unable lo thrive without extra eflorl by gardeners. For
mstance, they may onginate in regions with abundant raintall
and solls rich in nuirients. I then introduced to a drier regeon
with |ess fertile soils, they may require additional watering and
tertilizer. The natural defenses plams evolve in their original
habitals may notl protect them in 8 new emvironmeant, requiring
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the application of peshcides 10 aid their growlh, The banefit of
growwing plants within the region in which they evalved s that
thiey arg mara Bkehy 1o thrive undear the local conditsons, redguir-
ing less atantion, labor and expensive additives.

BASICS ABOUT LANDSCAPING WITH NATIVES

¥WWhen landscaping with nathves, malch the plants 1o the cor-
recl reglon, maisture and light conditions.  Start with this
brochure by studying the names of plants native o your region
and the sunlight and moisiung regimes they preter. Refer 1o
field guides and books of natural history to learn which plants
fit within your planting scheme and provide speclic benefits 1o
the wildlife in your area. Plan 1o texture your landscape with
a combination of flowers, shrubs and frees thal would ocour
togetner maturaly, Visdl a natural area in your regeon and
cheerve common plant associations, spatial groupings and
habitat conditions. But whether you start small or go all out,
alvays purchase your native plants and seeds from & nep-

ulable source that propagates its plants, prelerably Irom local
BOUNCES.

HATIVES FOR WILDLIFE

Plants and animals evolve together 1o create unsgue natural
commundies, wedving a complex web of interrelationahips.
Flowers often bloom and fruits ripen In synchrony wilh the
needs of the animals that pelinate the flowers and disperse
the seeds, A butterly feeds on the nectar of & certain Nower
ard i furn pollinates the plant, To reap the greatest benefit,
the fiower must bloom and the buttardly emerge simullane-
ously. Later the flower goes lo seed just as songhinds ane fat-
tening wp for the autumn migration. Gorging zesthly, the birds
scatier much of what they fail 1o eat, thus helping disperse tha
plant’s seed.

But alien plant species rarely keep time according fo he
internal clocks of our native wildlite, nor conlorm in shape and
size as neatly as native plants. Their flowers may béoom too
early ar laie, thair lruits grow too large for residen birds o
carry, their petals too kong for a local nectar leedaer to probe,
their smell and texiure unrecognizable to a butterdly in search
of & host plant an which to lay her eggs



The greater the vanaty of plants, the mang likely ERCommon
species will be attracted 10 your vard, Certain butteriies will
cnly haich and feed on one type of host plant. Whan yow plamn
a variely of host and neclar plants, you may see the entire life
cycle of several species of butterflies. And keep i mind bud-
ferflies and hummingbirds preker diferent flowers, Songbinds,
1o, will wiesi wildlloweers dunng the sprng and summer nest-
ing season lo feed on insects, and spiders and carry tham
back to their young. Later thay will wisil lof the dreed Seads 10
fweel them lor long journeys 1o southern wintenng grounds
Trees for nesting, shrubs for shaller and water for bathing will
further enhance a backyard wildiibe presanag

MOUNTAINS

I Moimhan Prinances

Virginia is dasded into several physiographic provinees based
om il geclogic history, Each province s wunigue in topogra-
phy, soil pH, sall degth. slevation, avaiability of light and
hydrolegy. These characterstics all combing 1o influence the
species of plants and animaks found thare. Vinginaa s unigue,
gncompassing parts ol five of these provinces and thus a
grealer variety of natural landscapes than any other easiem
staie

The Mountain region of Virginia actually includes pans of
three provinces: the Blue Ridge, the Ridge and Valley and the
Appalachian Plateau Physiographic Provinces. The Blus
Ridge encompassas the Blue Ridge Mountaing, a wedge of
anchant rock that was uplifted over younger rocks when the
Appalachian Mounlains were lormed. A narrow System of
peaks in the north, the Blue Ruge widens south of Roanoke
Gap inlo a broad plateau topped by the hsghesl peaks in
Wirginia — Mounis Fogers and Whislop, The Ridge and
Valley Province s characierized by long, even-crested, paral-
led ridges rising above intervening valleys of various size. The
Valley of Virgimia is included in this provinga, encompassing
the large Shenandoah Valley, as well as the James, Roanoke,
Mew River and the Clinch, Powell and Holsion River vallays.
The ndgas of the Appalachian Plaleau in far southwestiorn
Virginia were not as folded and faulted as those of the Ridge
and Valley, but formed from a high, unified plaleau of naarky
horizontal rock tayers. The modern mountainous topography
was crealed by streams culling deeply through the plateau,
forming an intricate metwork of narmow. steep valleys. The
diversity in topography and gealogic history al the Mountain
region of Virginia gores rise to a rich mrray of natural commu-
nities and native species.

Recommended Uses

We Wiliide

H= Horfuliure and Lamndscaping
C= Caonsarvalion and FAesioration
0= Damestic livesiock forage

S= Shade
FP= Partial sun
F= Fuil sun

Minimum Light Requirments

Hative Regions Moisiure Reguirmenis
C= Cioaslal Plain L= Low moistura )
P= Pupcirmoni M= Moderale moishire
M= Mountains H= High maisturs
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